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attached to the Synod was appointed for the purpose of
elaborating the program of the convention.   But with my
resignation and Prince Oholcnsky's dismissal from the post
of Procurator of the Holy Synod, the matter was again
dropped.   In my opinion, the greatest danger confronting
Russia is the degeneration of the official Orthodox church
and the extinction of the living religious spirit of the people,
If Slavophilism has performed any real service to the coun-
try, it is by emphasi'/ing this truth as far back as fifty years
ago.    The present revolution has demonstrated it with
exceptional clarity. No body politic can exist without higher
spiritual ideals.   These can only sway the masses if they
are simple, lofty, and accessible to everyone, in a word, if
they bear the imprint of the divine.    Without a living
church, religion becomes philosophy and loses its power to
enter into the life of men and regulate it.   Without religion
the masses turn into herds of intelligent beasts.   Our church
has unfortunately long since become a dead, bureaucratic
institution, and our priests serve not the high God of lofty
Orthodoxy, but the earthly gods of paganism.   Gradually
we are becoming less Christian than the members of any
other Christian church*   We have less faith than any other
nation,   Japan has defeated us because she believes in her
God incomparably more than we do in ours.   This is just
as true as the assertion that Germany owed her victory over
France in 1870 to her school system.
In pursuance of the decree of December ifc, the Com-
mittee of Ministers also discussed the labour problem, but
did not go further than recommending the introduction of
obligatory workers1 insurance. With a view to carrying
out the provisions of the decree, the Committee decided to
call a convention of representatives from the provincial and
district zemstvos and municipal dumas, and empower them
to elaborate a new set of regulations relating to the zem-
stvos and the organs of municipal self-government- The